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Description : Description du produitThe national bestseller that reveals how we are descended from seven
prehistoric women. One of the most dramatic stories of genetic discovery since James Watson's The Double
Helix, The Seven Daughters of Eve reveals the remarkable story behind a groundbreaking scientific
discovery. After being summoned in 1997 to an archaeological site to examine the remains of afive-
thousand-year-old man, Bryan Sykes ultimately was able to prove not only that the man was a European but
also that he hasliving relatives in England today. In thislucid, absorbing account, Sykes reveals how the
identification of a particular strand of DNA that passes unbroken through the maternal line allows scientists
to trace our genetic makeup all the way back to prehistoric times, to seven primeval women, the Seven
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Daughters of Eve.

Prsentation de I'diteurThe national bestseller that reveals how we are descended from seven prehistoric
women.In 1994 Bryan Sykes was called in as an expert to examine the frozen remains of a man trapped in
glacial icein northern Italy for over 5000 yearsthe Ice Man. Sykes succeeded in extracting DNA from the

Ice Man, but even more important, writes Science News, was his "ability to directly link that DNA to
Europeans living today." In this groundbreaking book, Sykes reveals how the identification of a particular
strand of DNA that passes unbroken through the maternal line allows scientists to trace our genetic makeup
all the way back to prehistoric timesto seven primeval women, the "seven daughters of Eve.".co.ukln The
Seven Daughters of Eve Bryan Sykes has produced a highly readable scientific autobiography depicting the
major eventsin his career as a human geneticist. He was the first to extract DNA from the bones of the
5,000-year-old Iceman, and he solved the problem of the colonisation of Polynesia by tracing modern
Polynesians' genetic ancestry. The high point of hiswork so far is the creation of a genetic map of Western
Europe, showing that over 95% of native Europeans can trace their ancestry back to one of seven individual
women. To trace this lineage Sykes and his team used mitochondria, tiny structures within each cell, which
are passed on purely down the maternal line. Because they do not engage in recombination like
chromosomes, mitochondria are easy to trace, changing only as aresult of slow mutation. The mutation rate
acts as a clock indicating how long different populations have been separated. The scienceis clearly
explained and Sykes gives a good flavour of the life of aworking scientist in a series of well-chosen
anecdotes, al written in awarm, engaging style. The seven daughters themselves, whom he has named
Ursula, Xenia, Helena, Velda, Tara, Katrine and Jasmine, are brought to life in rather whimsical little stories
describing how their lives might have been before and during the last great Ice Age. All in all, thisisan
excellent piece of popular-science writing, unveiling a fascinating story about human inter-rel atedness. It
deserves to be widely read. --Elizabeth Sourbut From Publishers Weekly"A traveler from an antique land...
liveswithin us all," claims Sykes, a professor of genetics at Oxford. This unique traveler is mitochondrial
DNA, and, as this provocative account illustrates, it can help scientists and archeol ogists piece together the
history of the human race. Mitochondrial DNA is present in every cell in the body, and it remains virtually
unchanged (aside from random mutations) as it passes from mother to daughter. By quantifying and
analyzing the mutations of this relatively stable circle of DNA, Sykes has solved some of the hottest debates
about human origins. For example, he clarified along-running debate among anthropol ogists over the
original inhabitants of the Cook Islands. After retrieving mitochondrial DNA samples from the island
natives, Sykes concluded that the natives emigrated from Asia, not America, as many Western
anthropologists had contended. In asimilar manner, Sykes analyzed samples from native Europeans to
determine that modern humans are not at all related to Neanderthals. The book's most complex and
controversial find that the ancient European hunter-gatherers predominated over the farmers and not vice
versaleads Sykes to another stunning conclusion: by chance, nearly all modern Europeans are descendants
of one of seven "clan mothers' who lived at different times during the Ice Age. Drawing upon archeological
and climatic records, Sykes spins seven informative and gracefully imagined tales of how these "daughters
of Eve" eked out aliving on the frozen plains. (July 9)Forecast: Sykesis abit of a celebrity geneticist, as he
was involved in identifying the remains of the last Romanovs. This fame, plus his startling conclusions
augmented by a five-city tour should generate publicity and sales among science, archeology and geneal ogy
buffs.Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.



