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time, and al praised The Runelords:

Description : Description du produitThe first book of the saga of The RunelordsThe very Earth isin pain.
Its wounds must be healed. There must arise a new king: the Earth King must be reborn. Only then will
humanity have a chance to survive.

Prsentation de I'diteurThe first book of the saga of The RunelordsY oung Prince Gaborn Val Orden of
Mystarriaistraveling in disguise on ajourney to ask for the hand of the lovely Princess lome of Sylvarresta.
Armed with his gifts of strength and perception, Prince Gaborn and his warrior bodyguard stop in alocal
tavern along the way. Immediately, they spot a pair of assassins who have their sights set on Princess lome's
father. Asthe prince and his bodyguard race to warn the king of thisimpending danger, they realize that
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more than the royal family is at risk, the very fate of the Earth isin jeopardy.At the Publisher's request, this
title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied..comThe Runelords is that
rare book that will remind you why you started reading fantasy in the first place. Much of the setting--and
even some of the story--is conventional fantasy fare, but David Farland, aside from being a masterful
storyteller, has built his world around a complex and thought-provoking social system involving the
exchange of "endowments." Attributes such as stamina, grace, and wit are a currency: avassal may help his
lord by endowing him with all of his strength, for instance, and in turn the vassal comes under the lord's care
as his"dedicate," too weak to even walk. A Runelord might have hundreds of such endowments, giving him
superhuman senses and abilities, but he then must care for the hundreds that he has deprived of strength, or
beauty, or sight. Runelords excels because this novel ideais not mere window dressing--Farland usesit to
explore fundamental questions of life and morality. The story's hero, the young Runelord Gaborn, struggles
to define hisrole in this "shameful economy" while keeping his commitments to himself, to his people, to
the woman he loves, and to the earth itself. We end up asking oursel ves the same questions: Should you
choose your friends based on insight or virtue? Isit better to be just or good? Competent fantasy lets you
escape to adventure in faraway lands, but exceptional fantasy makes sure you have something to think about
when you get back. Runelords accomplishes the latter. --Paul HughesFrom Publishers WeeklyA devel oper
of properties for the gaming industry and a science fiction author (Star Wars: The Courtship of Princess
Leia) under hisreal name, Dave Wolverton, Farland once again proves himself awizard at storytelling in
thisthird installment of his epic fantasy series, The Runelords. Against a medieval-like diorama, Farland has
established a social system around the magical exchange of "endowments" from vassalsto lords. A Runelord
might have thousands of endowments, acquiring attributes (vision, strength, stamina, beauty, grace, wit)
from willing donors, who become weakened Dedicates, crippled by the loss yet a Runelord must care for
those who make his superhuman abilities possible. The Runelords: The Sum of All Men (1998) introduced
Mystarrian prince Gaborn Va Orden, a Runelord who battled the powerfully endowed, near-invincible Wolf
Lord Rg Ahten. With Gaborn newly crowned Earth King, defeated archvillain Ahten renewed his attacks in
Brotherhood of the Wolf (2000). Now Ahten, Gaborn and Gaborn's wife, lome, return to face the Reavers,
huge monsters with "crystalline teeth like scythes' that pose a grim threat to Ahten'sempire. In hisrole as
"mankind's protector,” Gaborn, despite dwindling powers, senses the impending doom of an all-out Reaver
war, and Averan, awizardborn girl with magical insights into Reaver consciousness, aids his hunt for the
creature hordes. This latest is certain to summon past readers of the series back to bookstores. Copyright
2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.



