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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurFor fans of Black Sails and Crossbones comes a new history of the Golden Age of 
Piracy. . . In the early eighteenth century a number of the great pirate captains, including Edward 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00HP4K8MO


'Blackbeard' Teach and 'Black Sam' Bellamy, joined forces. This infamous 'Flying Gang' was more than 
simply a thieving band of brothers. Many of its members had come to piracy as a revolt against conditions in 

the merchant fleet and in the cities and plantations in the Old and New Worlds. Inspired by notions of self-
government, they established a crude but distinctive form of democracy in the Bahamas, carving out their 
own zone of freedom in which indentured servants were released and leaders chosen or deposed by a vote. 
They were ultimately overcome by their archnemesis, Captain Woodes Rogers-a merchant fleet owner and 

former privateer - and the brief but glorious Republic of Pirates came to an end.Meticulously researched and 
full of incident and adventure, The Republic of Pirates brings to life an extraordinary forgotten chapter of 

history.From Publishers WeeklyWoodard (The Lobster Coast) tells a romantic story about Caribbean pirates 
of the "Golden Age" (17151725)whom he sees not as criminals but as social revolutionariesand the colonial 

governors who successfully clamped down on them, in the early 18th-century Bahamas. One group of 
especially powerful pirates set up a colony in the Bahamas. Known as New Providence, the community 

attracted not only disaffected sailors but also runaway slaves and yeomen farmers who had trouble getting a 
toehold in the plantation economy of the American colonies. The British saw piracy as a threat to colonial 
commerce and government. Woodes Rogers, the governor of the Bahamas and himself a former privateer, 

determined to bring the pirates to heel. Woodard describes how Rogers, aided by Virginia's acting governor, 
Alexander Spotswood, finally defeated the notorious Blackbeard. Woodard's portrait of Rogers is a little 

flatthe man is virtually flawless ("courageous, selfless, and surprisingly patriotic"), and the prose is 
sometimes breathless ("they would know him by just one word... pirate"). Still, this is a fast-paced narrative 
that will be especially attractive to lovers of pirate lore and to vacationers who are Bahamas-bound. Maps. 

(May) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved.BooklistThe early eighteenth century was the so-called golden age of piracy, particularly in the 

Caribbean. Although much of the romantic musings about "pirate honor" is nonsense, an unusual group of 
pirates, led by Edward "Blackbeard" Teach and Sam Bellamy, actually set up a functioning government in 
the Bahamas with pretensions to establishing a form of social justice. Their "republic" attracted deserting 
sailors who could not tolerate harsh naval discipline, runaway slaves, and impoverished farmers. In this 

republic, called New Providence, a rough but democratic and egalitarian ethos apparently took hold. But, 
according to Woodard, the British government saw the existence of this independent entity as an intolerable 
threat. So, on the theory of sending a thief to catch a thief, they sent Woodes Rogers, a former privateer, to 
crush the republic. This breezy, fast-moving book is filled with exciting action and colorful characters. It 

will provide general readers and those with a special interest in the period much enjoyment. Jay 
FreemanCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved 


